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A belated welcome to a new year of Senior Singing Strings, with a special welcome for the new students joining us 

this year! With my year starting off in the pit for Evangeline and then the craziness of trying to get ready for the PEI 

Symphony Masquerade Ball, I apologize that this newsletter is quite delayed in getting to you, but better late than 

never. ☺ For those of you who aren’t as familiar with me, please get in touch with any questions and concerns and 

I will do what I can to make things better! The students tell me I’m a bit intimidating (which I find hard to believe) 

but I am very willing to chat and discuss problems and concerns to come to a solution that will work for all 

involved. The best way to get in touch with me is to send me an email: cellonatw@gmail.com or 

singingstringspei@gmail.com – I check my email several times a day and will get back to you as soon as I can. 

Once we all have blue dresses and ties, I want all the students to be wearing this uniform for all of our concerts 

and performances. The final few dresses and ties are on their way – so just for clarity’s sake, here is the uniform for 

everyone: 

• Gents: Black dress shirt, black pants, black socks, black shoes – with blue tie. (Last year we bought shirts 

and pants (wrinkle free!) at Moore’s, but Mark’s might have some too) 

• Ladies: Blue dress, black shrug or sweater (to go over top if you wish), nude nylons, black shoes 

It’s really important that we all have the same outfits, so we look as professional as we will sound! The new gents 

might also want to invest in a tuxedo as we will wear those for occasional formal gigs and Jen might be able to help 

find you something for not too expensive. 

Some things for everyone to remember for our weekly rehearsals: 

1. Bring your music every week – that includes gig music as well as the spiral bound music from this year. 

2. Check the schedule from week to week so you know what we need to prepare for the next rehearsal, and 

bring your parts to your teacher if you need help on something, or ask me! 

3. Bring a pencil! 

4. Be in your seat for 5:00pm start 

5. Help putting stands and chairs away – we alternate weeks so that the same people don’t get stuck doing 

the work every week, so please everyone chip in! 

***If you don’t already own a mute, please go to the music store and buy one – get one of the small plastic black 

ones, they should have them at Long & McQuade. 

That’s it for now – if you are on Facebook and aren’t part of the Senior Singing Strings Orchestra group (which is for 

students) or the PEI Singing Strings Orchestra group, please send a request… and be sure to like our Singing Strings 

Youth Orchestra facebook page! We also have a website which I try to post these newsletters on – 

singingstringspei.wordpress.com – you can subscribe to a news feed there that will notify you when I post 

something new. 

Any parents who want to help by bringing snacks, or helping move stands at gigs/concerts it would be greatly 

appreciated – I will ask closer to the dates but if you let me know that you are willing, that would be fantastic! 

Many thanks again for your students and I look forward to a great year! 

Sincerely, 

 

Natalie  



 

Schedule for November – December 2015 (as of November 4th – this may change!) 

 

November 4th: Rehearsal 5-7pm: Working through the Vivaldi Gloria, thinking about bow strokes and 

checking all the relevant accidentals (please mark in your music!); Bailes; sight reading through some 

new Christmas music 

November 11th: No rehearsal – Remembrance Day 

November 18th: Rehearsal 5-7pm: Vivaldi Gloria; Mozart Divertimento II and III; Tchaikovsky Walzer; 

Bailes; Christmas music 

November 25th: Rehearsal 5-7pm: Vivaldi Gloria; Mozart Divertimento II and III; Tchaikovsky Walzer; 

Bailes; Christmas music 

November 25th: 7:15pm – Audition spots for ‘Bailes’ solos in 1st and 2nd violins 

November 27th: GIG: PM time TBC: Rodd Charlottetown, PEI Engineers AGM and Awards Banquet 

December 2: Vivaldi Gloria; Mozart Divertimento; Tchaikovsky Walzer; Christmas music; Bailes 

December 9th: CONCERT: 7pm, Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Church, 151 Stratford Road, 

Stratford, PE. Music to include: Mozart II and III, Tchaikovsky Walzer, Bailes, Christmas music (TBC),  

December 10th: PERFORMANCE TBC: PEI Association for Newcomers Christmas Party, Jack Blanchard 

centre 3-5pm 

December 11th: Small ensemble GIG: Geneva Villa – time TBC 

December 16th: Rehearsal 5-7pm: Vivaldi Gloria with the conductor of the Summerside Choir 

December 19th/20th: Two different CONCERTS (one in Summerside, one elsewhere TBC) with the 

Summerside Community Choir – Vivaldi Gloria + some small Christmas things + carols. 

December 23rd – January 5: CHRISTMAS BREAK 

January 6th – first rehearsal back after the Christmas Break 

 

** For the violins and violas, I will most likely keep rotating seating until after Christmas, so everyone 

gets a chance to sit with lots of different people, and at the front of the section vs. the back of the 

section. Please don’t take your seating personally! It is often HARDER to sit at the back of the section 

than at the front and so I sometimes take very seriously who I put at the back of the section!! ☺  

 

For interests’ sake: A great video of the Vivaldi Gloria I found on You Tube! 

https://youtu.be/cgaOVV4JQHA 


